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Mexican American Veterans Association
PO Box 214,  East Moline, IL 61244
2010 Officers
Commander Rich Glancey richierich1@mchsi.com    Vice Commander Gunter Terronez anngun1@sbcglobal.net
Secretary Carol Near cnearly1@att.net                    Treasurer Simon Sierra cnearly1@att.net
Sergeant-at-Arms Jerry Goodwin                          2nd Sergeant-at-Arms Carlos Cervantes
MAVA Web site www.mava.us.com 
January 2010

Commander Glancey opened the meeting 1905 with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence for our troops. 17 members present: Carol Near, Rich Glancey, Simon Sierra, Andy Ortiz, Joe Ramos, Jerry Goodwin, Pep Sandoval, Gunter Terronez, Ron Staes, Bill Albracht, Rocky Rasso, Bob Early, John Alonzo, Gil Terronez, Gilbert “GG” Sierra,, David Jimenez, and Bertran Perez. 
Secretary Report

Everyone was asked if they received December newsletter.
Treasurer’s Report
Simon Sierra gave financial report. Proceeds from HyVee raffle are separate from main checking account, these monies will be used for MAVA’s Anniversary celebration.
Motion to accept report-Pep Sandoval-2nd by Bill Albracht=Motion Passed
Old Business
Andy Ortiz thanked all of the members that helped with the last Bingo. The more members that help makes it easier on all. MAVA’s next Bingo will January 17th.
New Business
· Andy Ortiz presented new raffle from VVA Illinois State Council. It is a 4 wheeler ATV-valued @ $5000.00. Drawing is September 1st. Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00. MAVA members can also sell these tics and MAVA will get 30% of the sales. See Andy Ortiz if you are interested in buying a ticket or selling some for MAVA.
· John Alonzo came and thanked all who helped to welcome the L.A. H.S. basketball team over the Thanksgiving week. The team may have not done very well in the tournament but they learned a lot about the Mexican community here and really enjoyed the visit to the QC area. John thanked Andy Ortiz for the tour of Hero Street, the kids really enjoyed it. They also really appreciated the Hero Street pins, patches and DVDs. Marc Wilson (author of Hero Book) donated an autographed copy of his book to the L.A. school library.
· John Alonzo announced that 2010 is the 42nd year of the Mexican Basketball League. He thanked MAVA for their past sponsorship and asked for MAVA’s support this year. Motion to give $200.00-Andy Ortiz-2nd by Bob Early=Motion Passed

· Rocky Rasso requested that MAVA look into getting MAVA apparel such as shirts, sweatshirts, and jackets. Commander Glancey stated that this is being looked into and for possible ordering on line.

· Commander Glancey announced that there will be a “25th Anniversary Planning Meeting” on January 21st 6pm at VFW 8890. Please come and give your ideas for the 25th Anniversary. Everyone is welcome! 
Good of the Community
· GG Sierra requested a donation to fire victims, Lisa Hay and her family. (Hope Sierra’s daughter)                                                                                                                    Motion to donate $100.00-GG Sierra-2nd by ?=Motion passed
· Simon Sierra asked Bill Albracht about VVA 299’s Trivia Night. Bill Albracht reminded everyone the date is February 6 @ American Legion. 

· Bill Albracht mentioned that members should go to MAVA web site and watch video about Roy P. Benavidez, Medal of Honor Recipient, Vietnam. It is very good.
· Andy Ortiz asked everyone to bring a copy of a photo from when each member was in the military. Andy’s sister is going to make a collage of member’s photos for 25th Anniversary.
· We will be taking a photo of each member at the next meetings. With your permission we will put it on the MAVA web site.
· We would also like to make a Membership directory book. 

· Andy Ortiz thanked Bob Early for his personal donation of $100.00 to his brother Mike Ortiz’s wrestling club “Champ Builders”. Thank you Bob!                                                                               
Happy Retirement!

Vice Commander Gunter Terronez has retired from the Arsenal. He has invited everyone to join him at his retirement party @ 6pm on January 16 @ John Deere TPC Golf Course.
2010 Membership Dues

 Please send your dues to the MAVA PO box (address at top of newsletter) Only 39 members have paid their dues so far. If you have not paid for 2010 this will be your last newsletter! Don’t miss reading about what MAVA is planning and doing in and around the community!
Pot of Gold Winner
Andy Ortiz
NEXT MEETING:
February 4th @ 7pm @ VFW 8890
Bingo Business

Next Bingo is Sunday January 17th. 

(Future dates in upcoming newsletter)
Contact Phone Numbers
Rich Glancey-309-798-8968      Gunter Terronez 309-738-1249
Simon Sierra 309-792-6987      Carol Near 309-7926987 or 309-912-0449
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 7, 2010
VA Statement about 2010 Benefits and Programs 

WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) wants to inform Veterans and other beneficiaries of the following changes that will take effect in 2010:

· VA will Freeze Increase in Prescription Copayments: Any increase in Veterans out-of-pocket payments for pharmaceuticals will be delayed until June 30, 2010. This means the department will delay a scheduled $1 increase – to $9 – in the copayments facing Veterans for each 30-day supply of medicine for the treatment of conditions not related to military service.  During this period, VA will also keep $960 as the maximum, annual out-of-pocket payments for pharmaceuticals for non-service-related conditions. The $960 cap will not apply to Veterans in priority groups seven and eight. The yearly maximum out-of-pocket payment was scheduled to increase to $1,080.  There are no copayments associated with the treatment of conditions related to military service.
· VA will Distribute Insurance Dividends: Approximately 900,000 Veterans are in line to share $286.4 million in annual insurance dividends during 2010. VA operates one of the nation’s largest life insurance programs, providing more than $1 Trillion in coverage to seven million servicemembers, Veterans, and family members. These payments will be made to insurance policy holders on the anniversary date of their policies.  Payments will be sent automatically through different payment plans and the amounts will vary based on the age of the Veteran, the type of insurance, and the length of time the policy has been in place. Consistent with private mutual insurance company practice, the VA is returning a portion of premium payments back to policyholders because the agency had strong financial results.

Veterans who have questions about their policies may contact the VA insurance toll-free number at 1-800-669-8477 send an email to VAinsurance@va.gov.  They may also visit the Internet at www.insurance.va.gov.

· No Adjustment in COLA for Disability Compensation + Pension Benefits:
As a result of negative inflation and the consumer price index going down over the past year the Social Security Administration has announced there will be no COLA this year for Social Security recipients. Under federal law VA’s COLAs cannot exceed the Social Security COLAs.  Therefore, VA is barred from making a COLA increase for recipients of its benefits.  

VA provides compensation and pension benefits to over 3.8 million Veterans and other beneficiaries.  Presently, the basic monthly rate of compensation paid to Veterans ranges from $123 to $2,673. Annual income limits for disability pension begin at $11,830 for a Veteran without dependents and increase for Veterans who have dependents, who are housebound, or who need regular aid and attendance.   
Veterans who have questions about their benefits may contact the VA’s financial benefits toll-free number at 1-800-827-1000 or go to www.vba.va.gov/VBA.
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EVERYONE WELCOME ! *
January 21st, 2010

VFW, East Moline, IL.





TRIVIA NIGHT

Hosted by: Vietnam Veterans of 

America - Quad Cities Chapter 299

 Mister Trivia

Where: Moline American Legion
1623 15th Street

Time: Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

Game starts at 7:00 p.m.

 Date: Saturday, 

February 6, 2010
Best Team(s) Prizes 50/50 Raffle

One ”Mulligan” sheet of 10 per table available  for $10.00

Entry Fee $10.00 per player up to 10 players per Team

Pre-register - Ray Hamilton @ 309-523-3259 or sign up at the

door Cash Bar - Legion will sell food or bring your own snacks
Proceeds to be used for VVA Chapter 299  Community Programs
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